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A hallmark of
the Catholic
Church is the
protection of
life and the
dignity of the
human person.

Through
scripture
and Catholic
teachings we
are called
fo protect
the life and
dignity of all
human persons
no matter how |
young or old.

Working to
prevent child
abuse is
an important
response of
what we are
called to do
as Church.
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Facts and Figures

Most children are not lying when they say that they  been background checked and participated in
were abused. Less than 5% of all allegations are workshops for the training of adults.
intentionally false. It is more likely that children will

refuse to tell about abuse than to lie Each year the children and youth in our
about abuse. ; Catholic Schools and Parish

?— & & Religious Education and Youth
Several studies estimate that only Ministry have sessions on staying safe.
about 6% of all children report y These include safe touch, knowing and
sexual abuse by an adult to w understanding the lures of predators,
someone who can do something reporting to a trusted adult any behavior
about it. The other 94% do not tell of another that makes them uncomfort-
anyone or talk only to a friend. (And able, internet safety and bullying.

they swear their friend to secrecy.)

The diocesan program for safe environments includes
Since the diocese began the diocesan program of  all forms of abuse, sexual, emotional, psychological
safe environment in 1998 over 13,000 people have and physical.

Nationally, more than 2 million reports of abuse or neglect of minors
are made each year. Only a small percentage of child abuse is ever
reported. Learn how to spot suspected abuse or neglect, and how to
report it to the proper authorities.

Child molesters belong to every profession, gender, and ethnic group,
and they live in rural, urban, and suburban areas. There is no “look"
about them that indicates that they are a danger to the physical and
emotional health of our children. It is imperative that we look beyond
demographic characteristics and focus on the behaviors of adults
when they are around children. We must regularly refresh the basic
knowledge and actions required to keep children safe.

For more information, please contact those in your parish who are
in charge of programs to safeguard children or contact Monsignor
Reed or Sister Margaret at 850-435-3500.




