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The St. Francis Pledge to Care for Creation and the Poor 

The U.S. Bishops and Pope Benedict XVI, in 

response to intergovernmental warnings that 

human activity is resulting in climate change 

which is seriously impacting those least able  

to respond, have called us to examine our  

lifestyle and demonstrate in concrete ways our 

concern for God’s creation and the poor, so 

that the poor do not unduly suffer. 

 

The CATHOLIC CLIMATE COVENANT ~ 
St. Francis Partnership to Care for Creation and the Poor is a new initiative developed by the 
Coalition designed to support Catholics in our care and concern by: 

 

Encouraging and assisting Catholic institutions, organizations, parishes and individuals to take 

The St. Francis Pledge, thereby acting to protect our planet and those in poverty who are most 

impacted by climate change. 

Sharing the good news about ways in which the Catholic community is carrying out the Catholic 
Climate Covenant to honor our obligations toward God’s gift of creation.  

 

The St. Francis Pledge is a solemn commitment made by Catholic  

individuals, groups and institutions to honor God’s  creation and  

serve poor people by doing the following: 

 

 PRAY and reflect on the duty to care for God’s creation and protect the  

 poor and vulnerable; 

 LEARN about and educate others on the causes and moral dimensions  

 of climate change; 

 ASSESS how each of us — as individuals or within our families, workplaces  

 or other organizations — is contributing to climate change (i.e. consumption  

 and conservation); 

 ACT to change our choices and behaviors contributing to climate change and; 

 ADVOCATE for Catholic principles and priorities in climate change discussions  

 and decisions, especially as they impact the poor and vulnerable. 

 

WHAT CAN YOU DO?  
VISIT  www.catholicclimatecovenant.org to take the St. Francis Pledge and to receive updates 
from the Catholic Coalition on Climate Change about Catholic  

Climate Covenant activities.  DISCUSS AND PROMOTE this initiative with  

colleagues, friends, and parishioners.  Invite others to Join the Covenant. 

Catholic Coalition on Climate Change, PO Box 60205, Washington, DC 20039 

“Today the great gift of God’s Creation is  

exposed to serious dangers and lifestyles which 

can degrade it. Environmental pollution is  

making particularly unsustainable the lives of  

the poor of the world … we must pledge ourselves 

to take care of creation and to share its resources 

in solidarity." 

Pope Benedict XVI 
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Beatitudes for Women 
 

Blessed is she who suffers with the very young, the very old, and the very lonely, 

for she has compassion. 

Blessed is she who greets the world with joy, laughter, and anticipations, 

for she has courage. 

Blessed is she who speaks gently, lives humbly, and chooses to give freely, 

for she has dignity. 

Blessed is she who listens and hears and extends her hands as a friend, 

for she has understanding. 

Blessed is she who gives simply, loves deeply, and walks joyfully in life,  

for she has awareness. 

Blessed is she who has compassion and courage, freedom and dignity, understanding,  

sincerity, and awareness, 

for she is a woman, a gift, a blessing. 

(Courtesy of the Newark Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women) 

http://www.usccb.org/laity/beat.shtml 

Please fill out and return the  
Vacation Bible School form  
attached to this email ASAP! 
DEADLINE:  MAY 8, 2009 

**IMPORTANT** 
MAY PCL MEETINGS!   

 

Thurs. May 21 - Pastoral Center 

To be rescheduled:   The meeting      
originally scheduled for Thurs. May 7 

(Tallahassee) has been cancelled.              
It will be rescheduled. 

 

RSVP TODAY to 
kuntzm@ptdiocese.org 
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PCL  

CORNER 

The following is an excerpt from the May issue of To Teach.  This month  

provides ideas and strategies for talking about the economy and focusing  

on helping others in the classroom and home during the Lenten and  

Easter seasons. 

 

For Principals and School Boards 
·In honor of Mother’s Day and the month dedicated to Mary, schedule a morning or evening of prayer for the moms of the school. 

Encourage faculty, staff and students to draw closer to Mary by giving them a free copy of Pope Benedict XVI's book on Mary 
(Spiritual Thoughts Series). 

·The week before Mother’s Day, invite faculty and students to offer the prayers of the faithful in honor of women. 

 

For Educators 
·Proclaim Acts 2:1-11 (Pentecost) with your students, and review that Pentecost is considered the birthday of the Church. Invite some 

students to prepare a short history of the birth of your parish, and share that, too. Create birthday cards or plan and host a birthday 

celebration for the children in your class. 

·Invite a priest to participate in a class session devoted to hearing prayers. Ask him to recite, as if he were celebrating Mass, one of the 

Eucharistic prayers. Ask students to contribute what they remember most from the prayer. With the priest, lead a session introducing 

the structure and meaning of Eucharistic prayers. 

 
For Parents 
·Set aside one night a week for a family meal that includes a Scripture reading, prayer, and passing food and drink to one another 

"family style." Talk about the shared experience and compare it to what happens when you attend Mass together. 
·Print out a copy of The Beatitudes for Women (see below left). Invite the children of the family to transfer the reflection onto a card 

or poster board and decorate it as a gift for Mother’s Day. Then pray the prayer together. 

For more ideas, visit the website at: http://tinyurl.com/ToTeachMay 
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 Mark Your Calendar!   
 Important Dates for 2009-2010 
 

July-October 2009     February/March 2010 
RCIA/Evangelization Workshop   Rite of Election    
Saturday, July 25 at St. Louis    Sunday, February 21 at the Cathedral  

Saturday, August 1 at St. Sylvester   Sunday, February 28 at the Co-Cathedral 

 
PCL/YM Retreat/Meeting    Ministries Conference 
Friday-Saturday August 7-8 (tentatively)   Saturday, March 6 at St. Sylvester 

 
Faith Formation Day     Young Adult Retreat   

Saturday, September 26 at St. Sylvester   Friday-Sunday, March 19-21 

 
Young Adult Conference 
Saturday, October 17 at St. Mary FWB    

Faith Engaged!  Faith Engaged!  Faith Engaged!  Faith Engaged!      
Deanery Gathering DatesDeanery Gathering DatesDeanery Gathering DatesDeanery Gathering Dates    

 
West Central Deanery 
Saturday, May 16, 2009 

St. Mary Parish, Fort Walton Beach 
 

Northwest and Southwest Deaneries 
Saturday, May 30, 2009 

Pensacola Catholic High School, Pensacola 
 

 

 

Eastern Deanery 
Saturday, June 6, 2009 

John Paul II High School, Tallahassee 

 
From the Director: 

 

Safe Environment forms         
are past due.   

Please send immediately. 
 

 

�� 
 

Parish Lists of all in the  
Fingerprinting Database were 

given out in early April.   
Corrections are due  

by May 10. 
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Diocesan  

Resource  

Library 

The library is open:  Monday thru Friday, 8am-4pm 

 

We are located at:  11 North B Street, Pensacola 

 

You may contact us at:  850-435-3525  

or email tolbertr@ptdiocese.org 

 May, the month of Mary - the Mother of our God 
 

Find something special to do in Mary’s honor: 
Say the family rosary at least weekly.  This keeps the family involved.   
Petitions offered by the children allow for share time later. 
  
Respect your own mother, (Mother’s Day, May 10th), whether she is alive  

or deceased.  If deceased, a visit to the gravesite, flowers, and sharing  

fond memories fills a day for family time. 
  

Feast Days in May: 
 1st:  St. Joseph the Worker 
13th Our Lady of Fatima 
21st Ascension of Our Lord 
22nd St. Rita 
31st Pentecost Sunday 
  

New Resources in the Library: 
 My Life with Saints: James Martin 
 James Martin has led an entirely modern life: from a lukewarm Catholic childhood, to an education at the  
Wharton School of Business, to the executive fast track at General Electric, to ministry as a Jesuit priest, to a busy 
media career in Manhattan. But every step of the way, he has been accompanied by some surprising friends – the 
saints of the Catholic Church.   His witty, vibrant and stirring stories enable readers to discover how the saints 
guide us throughout our earthly journeys and how they help each of us find holiness in our own lives. 
  
The Faith We Profess: A Catholic Guide to the Apostles’ Creed: Peter Vaghi;  
foreword by Archbishop Donald Wuerl 
This fascinating summary of Catholic beliefs examines the Apostles’ Creed as both a treasury of faith and an  
invitation to entrust oneself more completely to God. Lifelong Catholics and inquirers alike will find a simple 
introduction to the faith blended with scripture, wisdom from the saints, literature and personal anecdotes. 
  
Results that Last: Quint Studer 
 In Results that Last, “Master of Business” Quint Studer shows you how to build an organizational culture that 
develops great leaders today and instills the mechanisms and the mindset that will continue to foster great  
leadership tomorrow. 
  
101 Answers to Questions Leaders Ask:  Quint Studer 
 Quint Studer offers practical, prescriptive solutions to come of the many questions he’s received from health 
care leaders around the country since the debut of “Ask Quint” on the Studer Group website more than four 
years ago. Quint shares his insights on how to deliver excellent patient care, engage employees and improve 
physician relations for access, growth and strong financial performance. 
  
Christ Our Hope; Visit by Pope 
Benedict XVI:  DVD and Booklet 
This two-hour DVD captures the Holy Father’s entire visit to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the  
Immaculate Conception, affectionately referred to as America’s Catholic Church.  It also features the celebration 
of Solemn Vespers and his address to the Bishops of the United States. Plus personal reflections. 
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Marriage & Family Life 
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Ten Questions on Influenza/Swine Flu and the Liturgy 

Throughout the years, the Committee on Divine Worship's Newsletter has addressed the liturgical implications of the transmission of pathogens on 

numerous occasions. With the swine flu virus appearing in the United States, the Secretariat of Divine Worship, having con-

sulted with experts, offers the following brief reflections on "influenza/swine flu and the Liturgy." 

1. What is swine flu influenza?   According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), "swine  

influenza (swine flu) is a disease of pigs caused by type A influenza viruses that causes regular outbreaks in pigs. 

People do not normally get swine flu, but human infections can and do happen. Swine flu viruses have been 

reported to spread from person-to-person, but in the past, this transmission was limited and not sustained beyond three people." 

2. Why is there particular concern for the spread of swine flu at this moment?   Numerous cases of swine flu were recently confirmed 

in the United States. The CDC is presently monitoring this health issue and will give further guidance as the situation warrants. 

3. What is the best way to prevent the transmission of the swine flu virus?   The CDC suggests that, "as with other infectious        

illnesses, one of the most important and appropriate preventive practices is careful and frequent hand hygiene. Cleaning your 

hands often using either soap and water or waterless alcohol-based hand sanitizers removes potentially infectious materials from 

your skin and helps prevent disease transmission." 

4. How is the influenza virus transmitted?   According to the CDC, "influenza viruses are spread when a person who has the flu 

coughs, sneezes, or speaks and spreads virus into the air, and other people inhale the virus. When these viruses enter the nose, 

throat, or lungs of a person, they begin to multiply, causing symptoms of the flu." 

5. Does transmission of the flu require direct contact between persons?   "The viruses can also be spread when a person touches a 

surface with flu viruses on it (for example, a door handle) and then touches his or her nose or mouth. A person who is sick with 

the flu can spread viruses – that means they are contagious. Adults may be contagious from one day before developing symptoms 

to up to seven days after getting sick. Children can be contagious for longer than seven days." 

6. How can the spread of the influenza virus be prevented?   While the single best way to prevent the flu is to get vaccinated, the 

CDC does not know if the seasonal flu vaccine will protect against the swine flu virus. The CDC recommends these other ways to 

prevent the flu: "Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them 

from getting sick too; stay home when you are sick. If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you are sick. You 

will help prevent others from catching your illness; cover your mouth and nose. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when 

coughing or sneezing. It may prevent those around you from getting sick; clean your hands. Washing your hands often will help 

protect you from germs. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs are often spread when a person touches something that 

is contaminated with germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose, or mouth." 

7. In previous years, what has the Church done in localities where the outbreak of Influenza is most significant?   In those localities 

where the outbreak of the disease has been the most significant, bishops have introduced several liturgical adaptations in regard to 

such practices as the distribution of Holy Communion and the exchange of the Sign of Peace in order to limit the spread of     

contagion. 

8. What measures should be taken in Roman Catholic liturgies in the United States of America now?   Priests, deacons, and        

extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion should be especially reminded of the need to practice good hygiene. Ministers of 

Holy Communion should be encouraged to wash their hands before Mass begins, or even to use an alcohol based anti-bacterial 

solution before and after distributing Holy Communion. They should instruct people who feel ill not to receive from the cup. 

9. What about further adaptations or the restriction of options at Mass?   The Diocesan Bishop should always be consulted        
regarding any changes or restriction of options in the celebration of Roman Catholic Liturgy. However, the need for the intro-

duction of widespread liturgical adaptations for the prevention of the transmission of influenza in the dioceses of the United 

States of America is not evident at this time. 

10. What is the Secretariat of Divine Worship doing to address this question?  The Secretariat will continue to closely monitor the 

situation and provide the best advice possible to Diocesan Bishops and their Offices for Worship. The Secretariat likewise       

appreciates whatever information Diocesan Offices for Worship are able to provide concerning local conditions and the pastoral 

responses developed by Diocesan Bishops. Continuously updated information is available from the CDC at 

www.CDC.gov/swineflu. 

 
Copyright © 2009, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Dioceses and parishes may reproduce this resource, provided that it is not offered 

for sale and that this copyright notice is included on all copies.   

This page was copied from:  http://www.usccb.org/liturgy/swineflu.shtml.   
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Greetings Everyone! 

I wanted to let you know that as of May 5th, I will be transferring 
from the Department of Christian Formation to the Office of the 
Bishop to primarily support the Seminarians, Vocations and  
Diaconate Offices.  It has been my privilege to work with   
Sr. Margaret and the entire team in Christian Formation. They  
are a wonderful group to minister with as they accomplish so much 
for our diocese!  It has also been an honor to work with you! 
 
Although I will miss everyone, I feel blessed to continue my service 
to our church and cannot wait to get started in my new work.  My 
email will remain the same, but my phone number will change to 

(850) 435-3552.   

I have made many friends through my work in Christian Formation 
and I hope to stay in contact and continue to walk with you in our 

journey with Christ. 

Sincerely in Christ, Michele Johnston  
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2009 Paulist National Catholic Evangelization Association, Washington, D.C.  www.awakeningfaith.org 

Implementing Awakening Faith During Lent/Easter 2009 

Please Pray For : 
 

The husband of Mary Fry… 

 

Maureen Brown-Muir… 

 

Msgr. Kerr… 

 

Those in search of employment... 

 

Military personnel and their families... 

 

Those struggling with terminal illnesses... 

 

Those for whom we have been asked to pray 

and those who have no one to pray for them. 


